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ISSUE

On Tuesday, February 23, 2016, the U.S. Department of Transportation (US DOT)
released a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the eighth competitive cycle for
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) discretionary
grants. We may apply for most of the $500 million appropriated for this FFY 2016
TIGER Program. We also may apply for funding from a $100 million minimum set-aside
for projects in rural areas and from the balance of funds available for eligible projects in
any area of the country. USDOT's deadline to submit applications is Friday, April 29,
2016. We are identifying potentially eligible projects that can best compete for TIGER
funds.
DISCUSSION

Per the FFY 2016 Consolidated Appropriations Act, and consistent with prior-year
appropriations for the federal TIGER Program, the USDOT will award grant funds
competitively for surface transportation capital projects that will have a significant impact
on the Nation, a metropolitan area or a region. Pre-construction activities (e.g., design
environmental analysis, engineering, etc.) are eligible, if they are proposed as part of an
overall construction TIGER project.
TIGER funds may cover up to 80% of project costs in urbanized areas and up to 100%
of project costs in rural areas (defined as those areas with less than 50,000 people and
that are not part of an urbanized area). Also, no more than $100 million combined may
be awarded to projects in a single state. In addition, each successful project in urban
areas may be awarded no less than $5 million and no more than $100 million. The
minimum grant award for projects in rural areas is $1 million.

Based on comments that we have received from USDOT staff for prior TIGER funding
cycles, we expect most grants not to exceed $20 million. Only one project in an urban
area and one project in a rural area received a TIGER grant ($25 million) that exceeded
this amount in the previous competitive cycle.
Eligible applicants in Los Angeles County include State and local governments,
including transit agencies, port authorities, the Southern California Association of
Governments, and other political subdivisions. Grant applicants must satisfy all
applicable federal requirements (including transportation planning and environmental
review) to allow the execution of a grant with USDOT no later than June 30, 2019. They
also need to begin construction quickly upon receipt of a TIGER award and spend all
grant funds by June 30, 2024.
USDOT is required to ensure an equitable geographic distribution of grant funds, an
appropriate balance in addressing the needs of urban and rural areas, and investment
in a variety of transportation modes. Therefore, it will be a very competitive process that
may not allow a single applicant to receive a grant for more than one project. USDOT
encourages applicants to propose projects that would lead to transformative changes in
the community. Projects also can increase their competitiveness by demonstrating
significant non-federal financial contributions. However, funds expended (or otherwise
encumbered) are not eligible as local match.
Internal Process for Requesting, Evaluating, and Selecting Projects
We have requested input from all Metro departments to identify projects that could be
eligible and competitive for the grant opportunity. In reviewing each candidate project,
we will assess the extent to which each project meets the requirements of the NOFO.
After follow-up meetings with Department staff who have proposed projects, and with
any input received from the Board of Directors, we will identify those projects that are
the most competitive and that can best meet the USDOT selection criteria.
USDOT limits the number of grant applications per agency, as the lead applicant, to a
maximum of three (as has been the case in prior-year TIGER grant opportunities).
Therefore, we need to submit proposals for up to three projects that are the most
competitive and best meet USDOT selection criteria.
NEXT STEPS
We will assess the input received and inform the Board of our assessment results. We
also will submit grant applications for those projects that can best compete for the
federal TIGER funding.
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