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ISSUE

The Board has expressed concerns regarding whether MTA's plans and legislative programs
are being effectively integrated into the Southern California Association of Governments'
(SCAG)regional planning process. MTA has initiated several measures that are designed to
improve integration of MTA priorities into the SCAG process. In the event there are any
discrepancies between the two agencies, staff will report to the Board for its policy direction.
DISCUSSION

MTA works to align its plans and programs with those of SCAG. For example, all the MTA
Board's funded priorities have been incorporated into SCAG's 2004 Regional Transportation
Plan (RTP). l l i s was the result of extensive coordination with SCAG planning staff.
However, there are inconsistencies between the MTA Federal Legislative Program and the
Legislative "Consensus" Program developed by SCAG. The MTA Board annually approves a
Federal, State and Local Legislative Program. This program outlines the projects and
programs for which the MTA and its advocates in Washington, DC and Sacramento will
seek federal and state appropriations funds in the next fiscal year. The MTA Federal
Legislative Program typically includes rail, highway and bus projects and programmatic
priorities. Of the three major appropriation requests in MTA's 2005 Federal Legislative
Program, only two are on SCAG's Six County Area & Metrolink Appropriations Request (i.e.,
$80 million for the Eastside Light Rail Line and $5 million for Intelligent Transportation
System h d i n g for our Universal Fare Service initiative). A $10 million request for Bus and
Bus Facilities was not included, as SCAG felt that the individual RTPAs would include these
types of requests in their respective lists.
In addition, the draft SCAG appropriations list includes a number of projects in Los Angeles
County that are not identified as FY 05 appropriations priorities by the MTA Board. For

example, it includes a $9.6 million request for a Maglev eployrnent Program study for a
proposed line between West Los Angeles and Ontario International Airport, a $15 million
request for a study for an exclusive truckway from the ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles
to distribution points in the Inland Empire, a $10 million request for a study on the
extension of the Pasadena Gold Line to Montclair and a $10 million request for a study on
the completion of the 1-710freeway.
At its January 2004 meeting, the MTA Board approved a motion by Director Roberts
instructing MTA staff to make sure that SCAG's legislative and planning programs are
consistent with those of the MTA. Director Burke emphasized this point at the March MTA
Board meeting. In March of 2004, several MTA Board Members that serve on SCAG's
Regional Council abstained when SCAG's Six County Area & Metrolink Appropriations
Request for FY 2005 was adopted because that document included only one of the three
MTA appropriations priorities for FY 05. SCAG subsequently added another MTA priority
(IntelligentTransportation Systems) to its Appropriations Request.
CURRENT MTA COORDINATION ACTIVITIES

MTA staff and Board members actively coordinate with SCAG at a number of levels to
address transportation planning and legislative issues. This helps to produce regional
transportation plans, programs, and legislative priorities that should reflect MTA priorities.
MTA staff participates on ten technical committees that provide input into SCAG's federally
required Regional Transportation Plan (RTPJ. Staff serves as Vice-Chair for the RTP
Technical Advisory Committee that guides the technical direction of SCAG's long-range plan
document. MTA ensures that Board-adopted project priorities, funding commitments, and
delivery schedules are incorporated into the RTP through its work on specific SCAG
committees like the Transit Task Force or Goods Movement Advisory Committee. By
actively participating in over 50 meetings each year, we have helped ensure that SCAG's RTP
makes all of MTA's priorities eligible for federal funding.
Staff also works actively with SCAG to address federal transportation and air quality
planning requirements through the regional Transportation/Air Quality Conformity
Working Group. MTA staff chairs this regional task force to ensure that MTA projects will
help the region meet federal requirements to achieve clean air and keep the flow of federal
transportation b d s . Our working relationship with SCAG has helped process MTA
priorities through the federal air quality review process.
In addition, there is regular coordination to develop SCAG's Regional Transportation
Improvement Program (RTIP). Staff works to ensure that all of MTA's funding priorities
are folded into SCAG's biennial update of its regional programming document. This helps
ensure continued federal funding of MTA projects. In addition, staff works year-round to
process amendments to the RTIP through the SCAG process.
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On the legislative front, MTA staff works with SCAG to develop both State and federal
priorities. The goal is to ensure that MTA legislative priorities are properly reflected in the
region's priorities. We participate in regular meetings of the Southern California Legislative
Roundtable, where SCAG, transportation commissions, and other stakeholders meet each
month. This provides a regular forrun to improve coordination between MTA and SCAG.
The work to coordinate MTA and SCAG priorities goes through interagency consultation in
two key forums. First, MTA and SCAG work together on the Regional Transportation
Agencies Coalition (RTAC),a forum that works to resolve regional transportation issues.
This committee helped to ensure that SCAG honored the MTA Board's position on funding
the Arbor Vitae interchange in Inglewood. Second, both agencies participate in the Regional
Transportation CEO's Committee, where agency executives discuss any issues of concern or
disagreement. This forum has helped to improve consistency of agency priorities.
Finally, several MTA Board members are actively involved on four policy committees that
guide SCAG's planning and legislative processes. This includes SCAG's Regional CounciI;
Transportation and Communications Committee (TCC);Community, Economic, and
H m a n Development Committee; and the RTAC. It should be noted that while MTA has
several members that serve on SCAG's TCC, each officially represents their local
jurisdiction, while none fills an official seat that MTA holds on the committee.
NEXT STEPS
To build off these current cooperative efforts and strengthen the coordination of plans and
legislative policies between MTA and SCAG, the following steps are being taken:
MTA Government Relations Department will hold regular conference calls with
SCAG's Government Relations officials to ensure that any federal and State
legislative programs advanced by SCAG are inclusive of MTA's Federal and State
Legislative Programs.
Executive staff from MTA Government Relations and Planning Departments will
initiate monthly meetings with SCAG executives to ensure consistency between the
legislative program and planning matters being advanced by the two agencies.
Staff recommends that the currently vacant MTA position on SCAG's Transportation
and Communications Committee be faed with a Board member to represent the
authority of the MTA Board in the SCAG policy process.
Any discrepancies that are not resolved between MTA and SCAG will be raised at the
regular meetings of the Regional Transportation CEO's Committee for resolution.
Staff will present to the MTA Board any discrepancies that have not been resolved
between the two agencies so that policy action can be considered.
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